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| The Washingion Merry-Go-Round
Navy Secretive

On Hill ‘Junkets’
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'By Drew Pearson

The U. $. Nagvy on most nﬁ(lt-ﬂfi After the abov
iters is one ’g%e frankest out-'\yas published
fits in Wash :

is one thing the Navy just will

not talk about

Jl— congression-§
al junkets.

Its spokes
men get red in

e information.
g ¢ in this col-
on. But there ymp erroneously in regard:
to Sen. Mundt—a deluge of
| squawks began to rain down
on various parts of Washing-
rained on this of-
saying that Sen.
» to. Europe

the face, stam when he had not. They also
mer, squirm rained on the Navy's press
and duck. Bu relations office for admitting

they will not
reveal the
ndmes of Con-§
gressmen flying [E

in Navy planes, ~ pearson
especially Con- e |
gressmen who sit on the Ap-
propriations Committees
which vote them money. :

that .any Senators’ with wives
had flown to Europe. Finally,
it was pointed out that other.
Congressmen, including mem-,
hers of both houses and both!
political parties, had also
flown to Europe. 1
It 1was ?{t this point thz(ait all,
: ‘Inaval spokesmen clammed up.
‘At least the Navy will not

gevealé this hsupeixé-stl%(;rsf-.'tb eg;j' ﬁliliggerfso g oi’he Clggrgnx‘eesssﬁw?llg

rmation when )] -
properly ‘alerted by superiors| flew to Europe n 4" plancs,
in Ihe  Defense Department’ xfe‘cer tﬁie r:fufgur ltl'?)urtsalgf
-jand by 1ra§e_ tCongrglsgglen Who |consultation with higher-ups
flo(r)lrgewl\?gv 1 rfi:’: an did an- in the Pentagon, . the Navy
, Yspol St woek re_=-,st.'flted officially that it could
sweé'. a Céuerbé asﬂ o to 2 say nothing except to give out
garding Senators 1y g .|the names of Navy personnel

NATO meeting in Paris on a ; -
| NATO e iR N anksgiving] |y 20 Rccompanied the Sen

in Europe. Apparently he con- : »
sidered this‘a routine reguest; They Vote the Dough
for he stated that four Repub-! “On the party with the Sen-
lican Senators — Bridges of |ators were Rear Adm. Jack
New Hampshire,” Mundt = of |McCain, Chief of the Legisla-
South Dakota, Dirksen of II- itiye Office: Brig. Gen, J
{lingis and Young of North Hittle of the Marine T
1Dakota—were flying to Dublin,; _2 :
Paris, Rome and Lisbon with;
a ‘erurél thr%lhgll wi?‘;ciér-res%rt‘
{Bernuda, eir wives, he R. *
.;B&ifilf’xirl‘eré Sccompanying them, yeomen.” said the Navy spokes-|
He was in error regarding man, The Leglglatwe Otfice
|Sen. Mundt. The Senator from S the group which the Navy
South Dakota was slated to keeps on Capitol Hill fo an-
take the trip with Mrs. Mundt, swer congressional questions
but at the last minute drppped

o

|
I

orps,

Comdr. R. E. Elliott, and two

men and:Senators happy.

out.
He did not need to explain The Navy spokesman a few

that all the -above Senators
are members of the Senate
Appropriations Committee.

|

one further piece of publ
able information—namely,
Navy had supplied thr
planes.

. D.;
_ I
algo of the Legislative office;"

it

i

minutes later phoned to vol-|:
unteer the fact that there was!

ishyg
thE?

%

1
!

and generally keep Congress-;
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2 The matter has *heen taken!,
mgt@"mé;hfzhesf;gﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ%
‘the Dentagon,” He explained !
unhappily, “but we can give
no names of civilian passen-
gers.” '
Later he called again, still
understandingly unhappy.
“Mr. Murray Snhyder,” he
said, referring to the Assistant
Secretary of Defense who!
used to help handle Eisenhow-|
er's press relations, “calls at-!
{ention to a ruling by the
Comptroller General that the!
law ‘makes it clear that the
‘gecountability of military
‘transportation is the sole re-
sponsibility of the Appropria-
tions Committee. Therefore
'we cannot talk.”

Here’s Who Went

Meanwhile this column has
‘been able to obtain the names
of the other junketing solons
and -what planes they took to
.the NATO meeting. One plane,
as previously reported, car-
.ried only the three potént Re-
\publican members of the Sen-
jate Appropriations Commit-
’itee. Why three Republicans
land their wives should occupy
lone whole plane is not known.!:
i The other planes were morel:
crowded. Ten Co‘ngressmen,]‘:_
imost with wives, were listed 1o}
fly to Paris for Thanksgiving,|:
Ithe trip arranged by the House
.Administration Committee:.:
iWayne -Hays (Ohio), Frankl*
Smith (Miss.), Armistead Sel-
iden (Ala), Isidore Dollinger
i(N. Y., - Eugene McCarthy
(Minn.), George McGovern
‘(8. DJ), all Democrats; with
1Jackson Betts (Ohio), Gordon
iCa‘nﬁeld N, J), Karl Le!
‘Compte (Iowa), and Robert
\Corbett (Pa), Republicans. .

Séven Senators listed for an-
.other plane were venerable
Theodore Francis Green (. L),
who has no wife; Estes Kefau-
ver (Tenn.), who did not take
his redheaded wife Nancy;
Henry Jackson (Wash), whoj .
Jltas no wife; Herman Tal-
i madge (Ga.) and wife; all Dem-
'oerats; with Tom Kuchel!
‘l(Calif.) and wife; Roman
\Hruska (Neb.), and Jacob Jav-
its (N. YJ), Republicans. The:
‘above were all listed for the
itrips, though Representalive!’

l

‘Doljinger previously stated:
H %Mlule 15 paying for his!
e a " goninferttal line.
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(Copytight, 1938, Bell Syndicate, Im:.)‘l
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